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Title of Course: _World History, Options I & II__  Subject Area:__Social Studies_____  Grade Level:   10 

 

Course Length: (Semester/Year): __Year__ Duration: __50 minutes/day__________   Frequency: __5 days/week 

 

Prerequisites: _None___________________ Credit: __________1_____________   Level:        Option I & II          

 

Course Description/Objectives:  World History is a graduation requirement for all students.  All sophomores and any 

upperclassman transfer student with no World History course in his or her academic background must enroll in this class.  The study 

of World History begins with a broad overview of ancient civilizations focusing on the social, political and economic institutions that 

develop over time.  While the focus of the course is in continental Europe, significant attention is paid to the development of the 

empires of Asia and Africa. 

  The course is designated as either Option I or Option II.  Both courses have similar objectives and content as they follow a 

similar scope and sequence of historical events.  However, the two courses appear different when implemented in the classroom (i.e. 

adapted scoring rubrics may be used, the length of readings may vary, activities are different, and several assessments have been 

reformatted to better meet the needs of the Option I student).  Option I is geared toward the career-bound student and is intended to 

meet the needs of students who will be entering the work force upon graduation.  Greater emphasis is placed on developing basic 

skills that include establishing an academic routine, a system of organization, consistent work habits, and an interest in real-world 

applications of historical events.  By contrast, Option II is a college-preparatory course that has a faster pace, explores the historical 

events in greater depth, and applies academic-based rubrics that are intended to prepare students for college-level work.  Additionally, 

it also prepares students for enrollment in the Advanced Placement courses offered at Carlisle High School. 

 
Major Text(s)/Resources:  

 

Prentice Hall’s World History: Connections to Today, The Modern Era  

 

Names of Subject Area Curriculum Writing Committee: 

 

Kelly Culbert, David Gilbert, and Brett Ickes 



 

Strand or Unit: Ancient Civilizations Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Activities and Assessments 

 

7.3.W.A: Analyze the human 

characteristics of places and regions using 

the following criteria: 

• Population   

• Culture  

• Settlement  

• Economic activities  

• Political activities 

 

 

- Analyze the essential 

characteristics of a civilization as a 

blueprint for the study of history.   

- Summarize the cultural universals 

by creating a mock-civilization 

based on their own culture.   

 

 

- Given a list of the 10 cultural 

universals/characteristics of 

civilizations (government, urban 

society, written/spoken language, 

technology, job specialization, social 

hierarchy, leisure activities, religion, 

calendar, law systems, courts) 

identify examples of each. 

- Create a mock-civilization that 

reflects the cultural universals that 

each student has.   

 

7.1.W.A: Use geographic tools to analyze 

information about the interaction between 

people, places, and the environment. 

 

7.2.W.A: Analyze the physical 

characteristics of places and regions, 

including the interrelationships among the 

components of Earth’s physical systems. 

 

7.2.W.B: Analyze the significance of 

physical processes in shaping the 

character of places and regions. 

 

8.4.W.B: Evaluate the importance of 

historical documents, artifacts, and sites 

which are critical to world history. 

- Describe the basic characteristics 

of the Nile, Tigris/Euphrates, 

Indus, and Yellow River 

civilizations and the role the 

regions’ unique geography played 

in their development. 

- Analyze how geography may have 

affected the religion and law 

systems of the river valley 

civilizations.   

 

- Map the location of the Nile, 

Tigris/Euphrates, Indus, and Yellow 

River civilizations.  Write a 

paragraph describing how geography 

impacted each of the regions.   

- Compare the role of each 

civilization’s writing systems on 

their development by examining 

current historical data on each 

civilization.   

- Read the Code of Hammurabi and 

compare to today’s laws.  Discuss 

why differences exist.  Write an 

editorial arguing for or against a 

particular portion of the code.   



Strand or Unit: Ancient Civilizations Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Activities and Assessments 

 

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions  

• Physical and human geography  

• Social organization 

- Recognize the symbols of the five 

major religions (Buddhism, 

Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam). 

- Compare and contrast the essential 

components of each of the major 

religions.   

- Explain the impact of each of the 

religions on their respective 

regions.   

 

- Take a quiz identifying the major 

symbols of each religion. 

- Compare the major doctrines of the 

religions on a matrix using the 

textbook and other teacher-provided 

resources.   

- Write a summary of how each 

religion impacted their respective 

regions.  

 



 

Strand or Unit: Classical/Medieval Civilizations Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Activities and Assessments 

 

5.2.W.A: Contrast the rights and 

responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy 

with a citizen in an authoritarian system. 

 

5.3.W.J:  Compare and contrast various 

systems of government. 

 

5.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. Employ 

historical examples and political 

philosophy to evaluate the major 

arguments advanced for the necessity of 

government. 

 

 

- Compare the values and ideals of 

Athens and Sparta. 

- Analyze the cultural impact of 

Greek thought (Oedipus/Electra, 

Socrates, other philosophies) 

- Evaluate the role that Alexander 

the Great’s empire played in 

spreading Greek culture over much 

of the Ancient Near East.   

 

 

- Read excerpts of the “Funeral 

Oration” by Pericles and “King 

Archidemus of Sparta” (found in 

textbook resources) and use these 

sources to create a T-chart 

describing the fundamental values of 

Athens and Sparta.    

- View the Horrible Histories Athens 

and Sparta WifeSwap Clip on 

YouTube. 

- Map Alexander the Great’s Empire 

to analyze the spread of Greek 

culture. 

- Read an excerpt from a Greek play 

(Oedipus Rex, etc.), philosopher, 

etc. and chart the impact of that 

idea/concept to the modern day. 

 

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Politics and government  

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

- Compare and contrast slavery in 

Rome with slavery in the United 

States. 

- Compare/contrast gladiators in 

Rome with today’s entertainment 

(MMA, UFC, horror movies) 

- Compare/Contrast Roman 

Republic and Empire. 

- Analyze the fall of Rome in light 

of contemporary American events. 

 

 

- After researching slavery in the 

Roman Empire and slavery in the 

United States, write an essay 

outlining the key similarities and 

differences between the two 

systems.   

- View selected scenes from 

Spartacus and analyze what they 

reveal about Roman society. 

- Debate whether contemporary 

American culture is any better than 

Roman culture in terms of its desire 

for graphic entertainment (gladiators 

vs. today’s entertainment). 



Strand or Unit: Classical/Medieval Civilizations Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Activities and Assessments 

- Create a graphic organizer showing 

the structure of Roman society in the 

Republic.   

- Profile different Roman emperors 

and analyze their impact on the 

Roman Empire.  Create a poster for 

the selected emperor.   

- Write a response to the question, “Is 

the United States going the way of 

Rome?” after discussing the 

downfall of the Roman Empire.  

Research modern world events that 

could be compared to the events at 

the end of the Roman Empire.   

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

8.1.W.C: Construct research on a 

historical topic using a thesis statement 

and demonstrate use of appropriate 

primary and secondary sources. 

- Compare the structure of Medieval 

Europe to that of the Roman 

Empire. 

- Analyze the impact of the Black 

Death on medieval society 

- Analyze how feudalism impacted 

the political system of Europe. 

- Research and answer the question, 

“Were the Middle Ages actually the 

Dark Ages?” 

- View population figures before and 

after the Black Death and use them 

to write a statement describing the 

impact of the Black Death on 

medieval society.   

- Diagram the European feudal 

structure.   

 



 

Strand or Unit: Renaissance and Reformation Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

 

 

 

- Analyze the differences between 

art in the Middle Ages and the 

Renaissance.   

- Examine the impact of various 

individuals during the Renaissance 

and how they embodied the new 

ideas of the Renaissance.   

 

 

- Conduct a virtual tour of Medieval 

and Renaissance art.  Discuss the 

new techniques/ideas found in the 

Renaissance. 

- Create poster on a Renaissance 

leader that includes major works, 

his impact, and how they embody 

the new ideas of the Renaissance. 

 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

- Compare and contrast the Italian 

and Northern Renaissances.   

 

- Compare and contrast the Italian 

Renaissance with the Northern 

Renaissance on a T-chart.  Be sure 

to discuss the role of religion in 

each.   

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

5.2.W.B: Analyze strategies used to 

resolve conflicts in society and 

government. 

 

- Explain the reasons for Luther’s 

revolt against the Catholic Church. 

- Evaluate the differences between 

the theology of the Catholic 

Church and that of Martin Luther. 

 

- Write a modern-day version of the 

95 Theses outlining the major 

problems Luther found with 

Catholic theology. 

- Write a debate between Martin 

Luther and Pope describing both 

Protestant and Catholic ideas.  

- Hold a mock-trial for Martin Luther.   

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions  

 

- Analyze the religious innovations 

created by Calvin and the 

Anabaptists.   

- Summarize and describe the 

English Reformation.   

- Evaluate the breadth of modern 

Protestantism in light of the 

- View pictures of Anabaptists and 

Calvinist churches from the 

Reformation and discuss how the 

different ideas of these groups are 

reflected in the buildings.   

- Change the lyrics of the song 

“Henry VIII, I am” to accurately 



Strand or Unit: Renaissance and Reformation Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

conflicts that develop during the 

Protestant Reformation.   

 

describe Henry VIII of England’s 

role in the Protestant Reformation.   

- Go to activehistory.co.uk and 

interview Henry VIII using their 

Head-2-Head Interview features.   

- Create a chart showing the major 

branches of Christianity after the 

Reformation.  Compare this chart to 

a modern chart of Christian 

denominations.   Discuss the 

reasons why so many Christian 

denominations developed in light of 

the Revolution.   

 

 



 

Strand or Unit: Age of Global Contact Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.1.W.A: Analyze how choices are made 

because of scarcity. 

 

6.2.W.D: Explain how the laws of supply 

and demand impacted individuals and 

groups behavior over time. 

 

- Evaluate the motives of European 

explorers in the 15
th

-17
th

 centuries.   

- Create a list of reasons why a 

person would explore.  Compare 

this to the motivations of the 

explorers (found in the textbook and 

primary sources) from this time 

period.  

 

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

7.1.W.A: Use geographic tools to analyze 

information about the interaction between 

people, places, and the environment. 

 

 

- Identify the major explorers, the 

areas explored, and the impact of 

their exploration.  Some examples 

could be: Columbus, Magellan, De 

Gama, Dias, Drake, etc.   

 

- Create a map showing routes of the 

major explorers and areas 

explored/claimed for home 

countries.   

- Profile one explorer describing their 

journeys, what they found, and the 

impact of their discovery.  Use a 

gallery walk to share the 

information about each of the 

explorers.   

 

 

6.4.W.B: Explain how trade contributes to 

economic interdependence. 

6.4.W.D: Explain how the level of 

development of transportation, 

communication networks, and technology 

affect economic interdependence. 

 

6.2.W.A: Evaluate the flow of goods and 

services in an international economy. 

 

- Explain the role triangular trade 

played in integrating the Americas 

into the Atlantic economy.   

- Evaluate the legacy of Christopher 

Columbus in light of the 

Columbian Exchange.   

- Give examples of how a political 

map before the Age of Exploration 

would differ from one after.   

 

- Diagram Triangular Trade in the 

Atlantic Ocean and describe its 

impact on the three areas that it 

touched.   

- Debate the legacy of Christopher 

Columbus in light of the positive 

and negative impacts of the 

Columbian Exchange.   

- Highlight a map showing the areas 

of the world, colonized by 

Europeans as a result of exploration 

as well as the new trade routes that 

developed.   



Strand or Unit: Age of Global Contact Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

- Compare the Ottoman and Mughal 

Empires in terms of location, 

government, religion, etc.   

- Analyze the impact of European 

exploration on the Ottoman and 

Mughal Empires and their 

relationships with European 

countries. 

 

- Write an essay describing the level 

of political and cultural 

development in the Ottoman and 

Mughal Empires as compared to 

European development.  Also 

include information about how 

these empires interacted with 

Europeans during the Age of Global 

Contact.    

 



 

Strand or Unit: Age of Absolutism Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.2.W.A: Contrast the rights and 

responsibilities of a citizen in a 

democracy with a citizen in an 

authoritarian system. 

 

5.3.W.J: Compare and contrast various 

systems of government. 

 

 

 

 

- Identify the key characteristics of divine 

right theory and absolutism.   

- Analyze the role of such modern leaders 

as Mswati III of Swaziland to determine 

how they fit the mold of divine 

right/absolutism.   

- Evaluate the reign of a European 

monarch between 1500-1800 in terms of 

divine right theory and absolutism.   

 

 

 

- Given descriptions of different 

governments determine whether 

a particular government is 

absolutist or not.   

- Read an article on Mswati III of 

Swaziland (See 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/0

9/06/world/africa/06king.html?p

agewanted=all) and discuss 

whether he is an absolute 

monarch or not.   

- Create a magazine that profiles 

the life and rule of an absolute 

monarch from the time period 

discussed in the style of 

“Lifestyles of the Rich and 

Famous” or “MTV Cribs.”   

 

8.4.W.A: Evaluate the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

- Evaluate why Louis XIV is considered 

to be best example of an absolute 

monarch.   

 

- Take a virtual tour of the Palace 

of Versailles to better 

understand the role that divine 

right theory played in Louis 

XIV’s rule of France.   

- Discuss Louis XIV’s quote “I 

am the state” in terms of how it 

reflects the ideas of absolutism 

and divine right theory.   

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

- Compare the personal and political 

styles of Elizabeth I of England and 

Philip II of Spain and determine the 

impact of those styles on their countries.   

- View the scenes showing the 

Spanish Armada in “Elizabeth: 

The Golden Age” and analyze 

the differences between the 

rules of Elizabeth I of England 

and Philip II of Spain.   

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/world/africa/06king.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/world/africa/06king.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/06/world/africa/06king.html?pagewanted=all


Strand or Unit: Age of Absolutism Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

- Analyze Peter the Great’s efforts to 

modernize Russia.   

 

- Read an article on Peter the 

Great’s rule describing his 

efforts to modernize Russia.   

 

5.3.W.J: Compare and contrast various 

systems of government. 

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context 

of events. 

 

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today.  

• Politics and government  

- Analyze the differences between 

absolutism and constitutionalism. 

- Outline the key events and documents in 

the English’s move towards 

constitutionalism (Civil War, Glorious 

Revolution, Restoration, Bill of Rights, 

etc.) 

- View the Horrible Histories 

clips on the English Civil War 

and Charles II.  

- Create a skit summarizing the 

events of the English Civil War 

and Glorious Revolution.   

 

 



 

Strand or Unit: Age of Reason Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions  

• Technology  

• Politics and government  

 

 

 

 

- Analyze the differences between 

reasoning in the middle ages and 

the Scientific Method.   

- Give examples of the scientific 

advancements made during the 

Scientific Revolution.   

- Analyze the ideas of such 

Enlightenment philosophers as 

Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, 

Montesquieu, Voltaire, Diderot, 

etc.   

 

 

- Compare the new Scientific Method 

with the methods of the Middle 

Ages.  Discuss inductive and 

deductive reasoning.   

- Profile the scientists of the 

Scientific Revolution (Galileo, 

Newton, Copernicus, etc.) and 

analyze the connections between 

their ideas.   

- Write an essay describing the 

contributions of key enlightenment 

thinkers like Hobbes, Locke, 

Rousseau, Montesquieu, Voltaire, 

Diderot, etc.   

 

8.4.W.A: Evaluate the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

- Evaluate the sincerity of the 

Enlightened Monarchs in terms of 

their statements and actions related 

to the Enlightenment.   

 

- Profile Maria Therese, Frederick 

William, Catherine the Great, etc. 

and analyze whether they truly were 

“enlightened.”   

 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

- Describe the connections between 

the ideas of the Enlightenment and 

the American Revolution.  

 

- Compare various documents from 

the revolutionary war period to the 

ideas of the Enlightenment.   

- Create a “brag sheet” that allows 

different Enlightenment 

philosophers to brag about their 

impact on the American Revolution. 

 



 

Strand or Unit: Age of Revolutions Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

- Compare the similarities and 

differences between the French and 

American Revolutions.   

- Evaluate the causes of the French 

Revolution. 

 

 

- Make a list of similarities and 

differences between the causes of 

the French Revolution and the 

American Revolution.   

- View the Horrible Histories clip on 

“Marie Antoinette and a Peasant 

Woman WifeSwap.”   

- Write a “cahier” for Carlisle High 

School as a particular group 

(students, faculty, or administration) 

and compare it to the cahiers 

written at the Estates General.   

- Create a protest poster from the 

Estates showing what they were 

disgruntled with prior to the French 

Revolution.   

- Conduct a mock-trial for Louis 

XVI.   

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

- Describe the major events of the 

French Revolution.   

- Create a political cartoon on one of 

the events of the Revolution that 

expresses the author’s viewpoint.  

- Create a road map to the revolution 

taking the reader from the Estates 

General to Napoleon’s coup.   

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

- Compare Napoleon as a conqueror 

to Hitler in terms of their tactics 

and mistakes.   

 

- Write an essay comparing Hitler 

and Napoleon in terms of their 

tactics and mistakes.   



Strand or Unit: Age of Revolutions Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Politics and government  

 

- Evaluate the effects of Napoleon’s 

reign on France and Europe. 

- Describe the impact of the 

Congress of Vienna.   

 

- Read two perspectives on 

Napoleon’s rule and argue whether 

he was a hero or a tyrant.   

- Conduct a Mock-Congress of 

Vienna to analyze and determine 

whether the decisions made are the 

most logical/best.   

 



 

Strand or Unit: Industrial Revolution Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

- Evaluate how the Agricultural 

Revolution and other factors 

helped the Industrial Revolution 

develop.   

 

 

- Write a business plan for a farm 

detailing the major innovations of 

the Agricultural Revolution.   

 

6.2.W.D: Explain how the laws of supply 

and demand impacted individuals and 

groups behavior over time. 

 

8.4.W.A: Evaluate the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

- Describe the key inventions of the 

Industrial Revolution and their 

impact on society.   

- Create a new invention to illustrate 

that “necessity is the mother of 

invention.” 

- Profile a prominent inventor during 

the Industrial Revolution and use as 

the basis for a class gallery walk on 

the important inventions/innovators 

of the Industrial Revolution.   

 

 

6.3.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

• Working conditions  

• Economic Stability 

- Evaluate the effects of 

industrialization on the working 

and middle classes.  

- Read excerpts of “How the Other 

Half Lives” by Jacob Riis.   

- View scenes from “Oliver Twist” 

and use to analyze the working 

conditions of the Industrial 

Revolution. 

- Compare/contrast the lives of the 

middle class and working classes.   

- Read primary sources related to 

child labor and write a narrative 

detailing the experiences of a poor 

child during the Industrial 

Revolution.   



Strand or Unit: Industrial Revolution Subject Area: World History Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.5.W.E: Compare distribution of wealth 

across nations. 

 

6.2.W.G: Compare and contrast various 

economic systems. 

 

6.2.W.D: Explain how the laws of supply 

and demand impacted individuals and 

groups behavior over time. 

 

- Examine the merits and drawbacks 

of capitalism, communism, and 

socialism as responses to the 

changes brought about by the 

Industrial Revolution.   

 

- Debate the merits of the three 

economic systems to determine 

which would be most likely to 

alleviate the problems of the 

Industrial Revolution.   

 



 

Strand or Unit: Nationalism Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

 

5.3.W.J: Compare and contrast various 

systems of government. 

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

 

 

- Distinguish between nations and 

states and develop a definition for 

nation-states.   

- Analyze the effects of Napoleon’s 

empire on nationalist movements 

across Europe.   

 

- Given the definitions of nations and 

states, identify current and past 

examples of nations and states.   

- Analyze quotes from individuals 

such as Garibaldi and Metternich to 

see different views of nationalism 

in 19
th

 century Europe.   

- Analyze the meaning of different 

nationalistic songs such as Bruce 

Springsteen’s “Born in the USA,” 

Toby Keith’s “Courtesy of the Red, 

White, and Blue,” and other related 

songs.   

 

5.1.W.F: Evaluate the role of nationalism 

in uniting and dividing citizens. 

 

5.1.W.B:  Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

- Describe the process by which 

Germany became a unified nation-

state in the late 18
th

 century.   

- Analyze the role nationalism played 

in creating a unified Germany. 

- Read “The Siege of Berlin” by 

Alphonse Daudet and analyze how 

it represents nationalism from both 

the French and German/Prussian 

perspective.   

- Write a counter-story for “The 

Siege of Berlin” from the 

perspective of the 

Germans/Prussians to illustrate the 

events of German unification and 

the Franco-Prussian War.   

 

 

5.1.W.F: Evaluate the role of nationalism 

in uniting and dividing citizens. 

 

5.2.W.B: Analyze strategies used to 

resolve conflicts in society and 

government. 

- Evaluate the effects of nationalism 

and Otto von Bismarck’s policies 

on a unified Germany.   

- Create a political cartoon on Otto 

von Bismarck and his policy 

towards Catholics and Socialists.  

- Analyze Bismarck’s “Blood and 

Iron” speech.    

- Create a wanted/celebration poster 

for Otto von Bismarck arguing 



Strand or Unit: Nationalism Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 whether he is a hero or a villain.   

 

5.2.W.B:Analyze strategies used to resolve 

conflicts in society and government. 

 

- Analyze the similarities and 

differences between the unification 

movements in Italy and Germany.   

- Profile the key leaders of Italian 

Unification (Cavour, Garibaldi, 

Mazzini, and Victor Emmanuel).   

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

8.1.W.B:  

Evaluate the interpretation of historical 

events and sources, considering the use of 

fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

 

 

- Construct an argument as to why 

nationalism was a destructive force 

in the Austrian and Ottoman 

Empires.   

- Create a map showing the Ottoman 

and the Austrian Empires in the 

Age of Nationalism.  Include the 

different ethnic groups within each 

empire and discuss how these 

groups served as a destructive force 

within the empires.   

5.1.W.F: Evaluate the role of nationalism 

in uniting and dividing citizens. 

 

5.1.W.B:  Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

- Analyze the similarities and 

differences between modern 

nationalist movements and 19
th

 

century nationalist movements.   

- Create a poster profiling a modern 

nationalist movement such as the 

Quebecois in Canada, Basques in 

Spain, IRA in Northern Ireland, etc. 

and compare their goals and 

methods to those of nationalist 

movements in the 19
th

 century.   
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6.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the control of 

limited resources in the world. 

 

 

 

 

- Describe the methods Europeans 

used to colonize and imperialize 

various parts of the world in the 

1800s.   

- Analyze the reasons why 

Europeans imperialized various 

parts of the world in the 1800s.  

- Evaluate the role of the Berlin 

Conference in the New 

Imperialism.   

 

 

- Given a list of facts and terms 

about the Industrial Revolution, 

categorize into the what, why, and 

how of the New Imperialism.  This 

should focus on the methods that 

the Europeans used to control 

colonies, types of colonies/control, 

and areas controlled.   

- View and analyze various political 

cartoons on the Berlin Conference 

and the division of China as 

examples of the New Imperialism.  

- Create a newspaper article on the 

Berlin Conference and its impact 

on the future of Africa and the 

world. 

 

 7.3.W.A: Analyze the human 

characteristics of places and regions using 

the following criteria: 

• Population  

• Culture  

• Settlement 

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

- Evaluate the abolition of slavery in 

contrast with the attitudes of 

Europeans during the Age of 

Imperialism.   

- Examine the role imperialism 

played in the history of South 

Africa and the Belgian Congo.   

 

- View selected scenes from the 

movie “Amazing Grace” to 

understand the role that slavery 

played in the development of 

Africa.   

- Debate why Europeans would 

outlaw slavery only to launch a 

new drive for imperialism in Africa 

soon after.   

- Illustrate the Afrikaners and their 

move away from colonial control in 

South Africa.   

- Compare the experiences of 

Africans in South Africa and the 

Belgian Congo. 

- Read excerpts from The Heart of 
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Darkness by Joseph Heller and 

analyze.   

 

8.4.W.B: Evaluate the importance of 

historical documents, artifacts, and sites 

which are critical to world history. 

- Examine the views of the British in 

India. 

- Analyze the differences between 

imperialism in India and other parts 

of the world.   

 

- Read “Shooting an Elephant” by 

George Orwell and discuss how it 

represents the philosophy of the 

British in India.   

- Read the White Man’s Burden by 

Rudyard Kipling and use it to 

illustrate the philosophy of 

European imperialists.   

- Analyze a picture of a Sepoy to see 

the influence of both British and 

Indian cultures.   

 

 

8.4.W.A: Evaluate the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

- Describe the methods and 

motivations of Europeans as they 

divided India in the 19
th

 century.   

 

- Analyze a cartoon of China being 

divided as an example of European 

imperialism.   

 

5.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

- Determine why countries like Siam 

and Japan were able avoid being 

imperialized when their neighbors 

were being taken over by 

Europeans.   

 

- Create a guide for countries trying 

to avoid imperialism based on the 

experiences of Japan and Siam.   

- Read a primary source on 

Mongkut, King of Siam, and 

compare it to the experiences of the 

emperor of China. 

- Watch excerpts from “Anna and the 
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King” to document 

British/European impact on Siam.   

- View excerpts from “The Last 

Samurai” to see the modernization 

efforts of the Japanese government 

and the responses to it.   
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PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

5.1.W.F: Evaluate the role of nationalism 

in uniting and dividing citizens. 

 

 

 

 

- Describe and evaluate the causes of 

WWI in light of the themes of 

Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, 

and Nationalism.   

 

 

- Create a foldable that outlines the 

MAIN causes of WWI.   

 

7.1.W.A: Use geographic tools to analyze 

information about the interaction between 

people, places, and the environment. 

 

6.3.W.B:  

Analyze how conflict and cooperation 

among groups and organizations have 

influenced the history and development of 

the world. 

• Military conflict 

- Describe the major events of WWI.   

- Analyze the impact of the major 

events of WWI.   

- Create a map showing the major 

alliances in the world during WWI.   

- Create a domino organizer showing 

the events following the 

assassination of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand.   

- Display a list of all countries and 

their date of entry into WWI.   

- Research a significant battle/event 

of the war to present to the class.   

- Examine and decode a copy of the 

Zimmerman Telegram and analyze 

its impact on WWI.  

 

6.2.W.C: Evaluate the impact of 

advertising and media on individual and 

group behavior throughout world history. 

 

 

 

- Analyze the use of propaganda as a 

new tool in a country’s arsenal as 

sought to win a “total war.”  

- Evaluate the role that new 

technologies/weapons/tactics 

played in the fighting of WWI.   

 

- Create a propaganda poster similar 

to those created during WWI.   

- Display the new weapons of WWI 

and discuss their impact on warfare.   

- Analyze the change in tactics 

brought on by WWI. (Trench 

warfare, air and naval battles, etc.) 
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8.4.W.C: Evaluate how continuity and 

change have impacted the world today. 

• Technology  

 

 

5.2.W.B: Analyze strategies used to 

resolve conflicts in society and 

government. 

 

8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

- Analyze the 14 points and 

determine how effectively it was 

implemented.   

- Evaluate the effectiveness of the 

Treaty of Versailles from the 

involved countries’ perspectives.   

- Describe the impact of total war on 

Europe and the world after WWI.   

- Conduct a simulation of the Treaty 

of Versailles to compare the 

decisions made by the Allies with 

the decisions they would make.  

- Create a map showing the new 

borders of Europe and the world as 

a result of the Treaty of Versailles.   

- Draft a response by European 

countries to Wilson’s 14 Points.   

- Chart the deaths and casualties by 

country during WWI and compare 

to previous wars.   
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6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

 

 

- Analyze the effects of Rasputin, 

Nicholas II, and the 

political/economic system of 

Russia prior to the Russian 

Revolution. 

- Create a biography of Lenin and the 

Romanovs.   

- Analyze quotes from Nicholas II and 

discuss his similarities to Louis XVI.   

- Read the story of Rasputin, his 

symbolism, and his impact on the 

Romanov family.   

 

6.2.W.C: Evaluate the impact of 

advertising and media on individual and 

group behavior throughout world history. 

- Analyze the effects of “total war” 

on the involved countries.   

- Write a persuasive essay arguing for 

or against US/Allied involvement in 

the Russian Revolution.   

- Analyze Communist propaganda 

posters to determine the appeal of 

the Bolsheviks to the Russian 

people.   

 

 

6.2.W.G: Compare and contrast various 

economic systems. 

- Compare and contrast communism 

and capitalism and analyze the 

effects of both on countries during 

the early 1900s.   

 

- Analyze excerpts of the Communist 

manifesto and debate the 

merits/drawbacks of Communist 

ideology.   

- Simulate command and free market 

economy and compare the benefits 

and problems associated with both.   

 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

- Compare Leninism and Stalinism. 

- Evaluate the effects of Stalin’s rule 

on Russia and the world.   

- View pictures from Stalin’s purge 

and discuss whether Stalin lived up 

to the ideals of the Russian 

Revolution.  

- Compare/Contrast Leninism and 

Stalinism.  Create a 

tombstone/monument for Lenin and 

Stalin.   

- Create a resume for Stalin.   



 

Strand or Unit: Interwar Period and the Rise of 

Totalitarianism 

Subject Area: World History  Grade: 10 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.2.W.E: Analyze the characteristics of 

economic expansion, recession, and 

depression. 

 

 

 

 

- Evaluate the effects of the Great 

Depression on Europe and the rest 

of the world.   

 

 

- Analyze statistics on the impact of 

the Great Depression on Europe and 

other parts of the world. 

 

5.2.W.A: Contrast the rights and 

responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy 

with a citizen in an authoritarian system. 

- Analyze Mussolini in the context 

of the features of totalitarian 

governments.   

- Create an FBI dossier/case file on 

Mussolini.   

 

6.4.W.C: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history. 

- Analyze the ideology of Hitler and 

Nazis.   

- Compare and contrast the 

totalitarianism of Hitler and 

Mussolini. 

- Debate whether Hitler was insane 

or simply responding to the 

political and economic pressures 

facing Germany after WWI.   

- Conduct an interview with Hitler 

using the Head-2-Head feature of 

activehistory.co.uk.   

- Analyze excerpts of Mein Kampf to 

understand the ideology of Hitler 

and the Nazis.   

- Write a persuasive essay arguing 

whether Hitler was insane.   
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8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

 

 

- Analyze the effects of various 

events (the annexation of 

Czechoslovakia, the Anschluss, 

etc.) and how they led to WWII. 

- Create an argument as to whether 

WWII was inevitable because of 

the Treaty of Versailles and the 

aftermath of WWI.   

- Research one of the main events 

leading to WWII (The Annexation 

of Czechoslovakia, the Anschluss, 

etc.) and present the research to the 

class.   

 

8.1.W.B:  

Evaluate the interpretation of historical 

events and sources, considering the use of 

fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

 

8.1.W.C:  

Construct research on a historical topic 

using a thesis statement and demonstrate 

use of appropriate primary and secondary 

sources. 

- Describe the major events of WWII 

in the European theater.   

 

- Research one of the main events in 

the European theater and present 

the research to the class.  

 

8.1.W.B:  

Evaluate the interpretation of historical 

events and sources, considering the use of 

fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, 

and cause and effect relationships. 

- Describe the major events of WWII 

in the Pacific theater.   

 

- Research one of the main events in 

the Pacific theater and present the 

research to the class.   
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8.1.W.C:  

Construct research on a historical topic 

using a thesis statement and demonstrate 

use of appropriate primary and secondary 

sources. 

 

6.3.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

• Ethnicity and Race  

 

- Analyze the ideology of the Nazis 

and Hitler and discuss how this 

lead to the Holocaust.   

- Evaluate the effectiveness of 

different methods of resistance to 

the Holocaust.   

- Analyze the aftermath of the 

Holocaust on Europe and the 

world.   

 

- Create a journal about life in the 

ghettos and/or concentration camps 

in the style of Corrie Ten 

Boom’s/Anne Frank’s diary.   

- Analyze pictures of the Holocaust 

and express the emotional impact of 

these pictures.   

- Analyze the poem “When They 

Came For Me” by Martin 

Niemoller and other related poems.   

- Play the decision making game, 

“James Spod – British Spy” from 

activehistory.co.uk to find out about 

life in Germany during the 

Holocaust. 

- Watch excerpts from episode 9 of 

“Band of Brothers” showing the 

liberation of a concentration camp. 

- Create a journal entry from the 

perspective of an American soldier 

liberating the concentration camp, a 

prisoner of the camp, or a 

townsperson.   

- Analyze primary sources related to 

resistance to the Holocaust.  

Sources can be found at the US 

Holocaust Museum website.  
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- Create a plan to deal with the 

victims of the Holocaust after 

WW2.   

 

5.1.W.B:  

Analyze how conflict and cooperation 

among groups and organizations have 

influenced the history and development of 

the world. 

 

8.4.W.A:  

Evaluate the role groups and individuals 

played in the social, political, cultural, and 

economic development throughout world 

history. 

- Create an argument for what should 

happen to the Nazis after their 

capture.   

 

- View excerpts from the film 

“Nuremberg” and write an essay 

arguing for the guilt/innocence of 

the Nazis on trial.  
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5.2.W.B: Analyze strategies used to 

resolve conflicts in society and 

government. 

 

 

 

 

- Evaluate the effectiveness of the 

various postwar peace conferences 

and compare them to the Treaty of 

Versailles and its aftermath.   

 

 

- Simulate a Press Conference with 

students playing the roles of Yalta 

and Potsdam conference members 

and members of the media. 

- Compare and contrast the United 

Nations with the League of Nations 

and evaluate the effectiveness of 

both.   

 

 

 

6.2.W.C: Evaluate the impact of 

advertising and media on individual and 

group behavior throughout world history. 

- Describe the early events of the 

Cold War.   

- Create a timeline for the major 

events of the Cold War.   

- In small groups, create propaganda 

posters for one of the early Cold 

War policies. 

 

 

6.2.W.G: Compare and contrast various 

economic systems. 

- Describe the major events of the 

Chinese Revolution.  

- Analyze the changes to communist 

ideology that took place as a result 

of the Chinese Revolution.   

- Analyze reasons for the split 

between the Chinese and the 

Soviets.   

 

- Compare excerpts Mao’s “Little 

Red Book” with the major ideas of 

communism/Leninism.  

- Read “Mao Zedong” by Jonathon 

Spence and use this to create a 

profile of Mao Zedong and the 

Communist Revolution.    

 

5.1.W.B: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

- Analyze the effects of Sputnik and 

other elements of the Space Race 

on western culture and society.   

 

- Create a timeline documenting 

important events in the Space Race. 

- Watch excerpts from “The Rocket 

Boys” and use it analyze the effects 

of the Space Race on western 

culture, the forming of NASA, etc.   
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8.1.W.A: Evaluate patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

8.1.W.B: Evaluate the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

- Describe the events leading to the 

fall of the Soviet Union.   

 

- Create a timeline that documents 

the events leading to the downfall of 

the Soviet Union. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE TIME LINE 
 

Unit I:  Ancient Civilizations         5 days 

 

Unit II: Classical Medieval Civilizations       10 days  

 

Unit III: Renaissance and Reformation       12 days 

 

Unit IV: Age of Global Contact        7 days 

 

Unit V: Age of Absolutism         10 days 

 

Unit VI: Age of Reason         15 days 

  

Unit VII: Age of Revolutions         15 days 

  

Unit VIII: Industrial Revolution        10 days 

    

REVIEW AND MIDTERM EXAM       3 days 

 

Unit IX: Nationalism           12 days 

   

Unit X: Imperialism          15 days 

 

Unit XI: World War I          10 days 

 

Unit XII:  Russian Revolution        10 days 

 

Unit XIII:  Interwar Period and Rise of Totalitarianism     8 days 

 

Unit XIV:  World War II         15 days 

 

Unit XV:  Cold War          10 days 

 

 REVIEW  AND  FINAL EXAM         4 days 

 



SKILL DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS: 
 

1) Develop a research paper: 

   *write an appropriate introduction, body and conclusions 

   *create a bibliography with 5 sources (only one encyclopedia) 

   *utilize proper citations 

   *use primary and secondary sources 

2) Write a thesis essay: 

 *minimum five-paragraph position paper 

 *developed from in-class sources and readings 

3) Write an essay in response to an AP “free response” question 

4) Give an oral presentation: 

   *acquire information that is correct and well organized 

   *use visual aids (if deemed necessary) 

   *stay within assigned timeframes 

   *maintain good eye contact, posture, projection and enunciation 

5) Work effectively in cooperative learning groups: 

 *ask questions of and share information with partner(s) 

 *set and accomplish individual and group goals 

 *set and complete apportioned tasks 

 *support, assist, and encourage other group members 

 *complete group project 

 *maintain involvement in allotted time 

6) Take notes from oral presentations: 

   *write down key ideas from the overhead and from critical listening 

   *ask pertinent questions to facilitate understanding 

  7)  Read critically from a variety of sources utilizing the following skills: 
   *comparing and contrasting 

   *distinguishing fact from fiction 

   *recognizing cause and effect 

   *making and proving generalizations 

   *drawing conclusions / making inferences 

   *analyzing context clues for unfamiliar vocabulary 

8) Develop charts / outlines: 

  

 

 

 



ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10)  Homework 

11)  Class discussion 

12)  Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

*  Accurate information  *  Clear presentation 

*  Logical development  *  Focused argument/theme 

*  Proper format   *  Neatness/Organization 

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.  Homework policies, specific 

assignment criteria, and test-taking policies will be established by the classroom teacher.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 
Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills 

necessary to make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that 

modifications to this planned course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 

 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

 

 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 
- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 
- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 
- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 

 


